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ACADEMIC CLINICAL FELLOW JOB DESCRIPTION

	Job Title 
Academic Clinical Fellow in Respiratory Medicine
Multiple Long Term Conditions Research Theme


	Duration of the Post:
3 years plus run through training as a specialist registrar on internal and respiratory medicine West Midlands SPR training programme.


	Grade/Level

IMT1-3, or ST4 Respiratory Medicine 


	Lead NHS Hospital/Trust in which training will take place:
The post will be located at a Lead NHS Trust within the West Midlands Workforce NHSE Area

. 
For further information about the location of the post please contact the Academic Supervisor.


	Research institutions in which training will take place:
College of Medicine and Health, 
Acute Care Research Group, 
School of Infection, Inflammation and Immunology, 
Department of Inflammation and Aging, 
University of Birmingham



	What arrangement of day release or block release will be used for protected research time?

At ST1 or ST2 level – there is a 4-month block of research per year.
From ST3 this is a one-month research allocation per year

Or 
At ST4 (3 months per year)



	Description of research component of programme 

Environment

Research into acute care that is cross-disciplinary and relevant to the NIHR priority area of Multiple Long Term Conditions.

We have current active research in the areas of hospitalised pneumonia patients, patients with sepsis, Acute Respiratory Distress Syndrome (ARDS) as well as the consequences of acute illness (delirium, acquired frailty and post sepsis immunoparesis) as well as a programme of research studying acute exacerbations of COPD, which account for 20% of all hospital admissions and are significant predictors of poor patient outcomes including death.  We have recently undertaken several phase II experimental / biomarker studies of novel therapies in pneumonia / sepsis and ARDS/ COPD including statins, phosphoinositol 3 kinase inhibitors, vitamin D and mesenchymal stem cell therapy. These studies have been enabled by collaborations with several pharma companies – e.g GSK, Athersys and the Stem Cell Catapult. We also have cohort studies related to hospitalised acute exacerbations of COPD that are funded by the MRC / ABPI consortium.

Respiratory Research within the IIA has a strong track record of innovation and cross-disciplinary research. Our research profile stretches from animal models of lung injury, sepsis, pneumonia and acute presentations of COPD led by our respiratory science lecturer Aaron Scott to translational studies and clinical trials repurposing existing medicines and mesenchymal stem cell therapies. We have growing and developing projects identifying common mechanisms of lung fibrosis and the impact of E-cigarettes on lung health. 
The ACF will build research projects investigating how acute illnesses predict or cause the development of long-term conditions in patients with respiratory disease (chronic and acute). The focus will be to understand how patients multiple-long term conditions interplay with acute and chronic respiratory disease. Methodological approaches may be laboratory translational/discovery, -omics based approaches and/or large data analysis and modelling. Thus, harnessing the breadth and strength of expertise of the group. .
Training environment, supervisory arrangements and likely quality of trainee experience:

The ACF in respiratory have usually been appointed at IMTT1 or IMTT2. Professor Thickett/Dr Dhruv Parekh act as the main academic supervisor/s with project related supervision provided in addition by other members of the group Prof Elizabeth Sapey, Dr Aaron Scott, Dr Mike Cox according to the research interests of the trainee. We have strong support for lab-based research from basic scientists both within the institute (e.g. Prof Andy Clark) and outside (e.g. Prof Martin Hewison). There is the opportunity to do projects utilizing methodologies of evidence synthesis and applied health in collaboration with Prof Alice Turner. 
The ACF will be supervised also by clinical colleagues at UHB Trust with an educational and clinical supervisor using the NHS e-portfolio system. Academic progress is monitored during the research block with weekly laboratory meetings and formal monthly assessments.

We have strong trainee experience with recent feedback comments post-ARCP including:

“Supportive team with excellent learning prospects.”

“Spread of sub-specialty clinics with ability to attend Transplant assessments and procedures like TBLB. 

 “Research opportunities and very friendly team members.”

All of our recent SpRs / lecturers would recommend the post at UHB for speciality training opportunities following the last change of house in November.

	Description of clinical training component of programme 

Clinical training will be at the University Hospital Birmingham NHS trust.

We are looking for an academically minded candidate who can demonstrate commitment to a research career. The IMT training in the West Midlands and UHB Trust offers the opportunity to rotate through a range of specialties ensuring wide and through core medical clinical training.
This run-through post will be based for SPR training within the Midlands Respiratory rotation. In Birmingham the main research opportunities are at the newly merged University Hospital Birmingham NHS trust which covers most of the population of Birmingham.

Our single trust offers clinical training and research opportunities into acute lung injury, difficult asthma, COPD, alpha-1 anti-trypsin deficiency, cystic fibrosis and non-CF bronchiectasis, interstitial lung disease, occupational lung disease, respiratory epidemiology, lung transplantation and thoracic surgery. 

Our links with the University of Birmingham provide opportunities in cellular and molecular biology and applied health research at the Respiratory research laboratory, University of Birmingham. 

This ACF therefore provides a unique opportunity for both training and research into all aspects of subspecialty respiratory medicine. 

This is backed up with world class clinical and bio-molecular research resources with dedicated opened laboratory space in the £8M centre for translational inflammation research.



	Academic Lead (University) for the IAT Programme

Professor Kristien Boelaert, ICAT Academic Lead, University of Birmingham


	Academic Supervisor (University) details 

Prof David Thickett – d.thickett@uhb.nhs.uk
Prof Dhruv Parekh – d.parekh@bham.ac.uk


	Educational Supervisor (Trust) details 

Dr Farukh Rauf, UHB NHS trust



	Clinical Supervisor(s) (Trust) details 

This will depend on the speciality of the rotation: 

Overall supervision will be Dr Shyam Madathil, who oversees the UHB training supervision.



	NHSE West Midlands Programme Training Director details

Dr Shiva Bikmalla

Shiva.bikmalla@nhs.net 


	Confirmation that ACF posts attract an NTN (a)

Yes.
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