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ACADEMIC CLINICAL FELLOW JOB DESCRIPTION

	Job Title 
Academic Clinical Fellowship in Trauma and Orthopaedic Surgery

	

	Duration of the Post
Fixed term appointment for 3 years. This post comes with a national training number and training runs through to completion of training.


	Grade/Level
ST1

	

	[bookmark: _Hlk145928563]Lead NHS Hospital/Trust in which training will take place
The post will be located at a Lead NHS Trust within the West Midlands Workforce Deanery area, and may be required to rotate to other Trusts within this area. University Hospital Coventry & Warwickshire NHS Trust (UHCW) is the lead NHS Trust.
For further information about the location of the post, please contact the Academic Supervisor.

	

	Research institutions in which training will take place
 University Hospital Coventry and Warwickshire / University of Warwick



	

	What arrangement of day release or block release will be used for protected research time?
The ACF will be expected to attend the weekly teaching sessions and regular research team meetings. Study leave will be granted for the ACF to complete a Masters degree at the University of Warwick. In addition, four-month blocks of protected research time are available. These may be taken at any time, depending upon the nature of the research project. These will be used primarily to allow the candidate to develop high-quality research proposals for PhD funding.


	

	Description of research component of programme 
Environment
Our intent is to provide wide-ranging academic training in research over three years in order to prepare the Academic Clinical Fellow for doctoral research.

This training will be delivered in parallel with the early years of specialist clinical training. During this time, the ACF will develop their evidence-based approach to clinical practice including skills in critical appraisal , systematic reviewing, protocol development, pilot studies design, and academic writing training. The ACF will complete a Masters degree in Health Sciences, Public Health or Medical Education at the University of Warwick. This will provide them with training in research methodology and critical appraisal, in preparation for a higher research degree.

The ACF will be encouraged to develop their interest in a specific area of clinical effectiveness research. They will become an integral part of the highly successful Academic Trauma and Orthopaedic Group of the University of Warwick, based on the UHCW site and Warwick Clinical Trials Unit. This group consists of Clinical Academic Surgeons, Post-doctoral Senior Research Fellows, Statisticians, Research Fellows, Research Associates, Data Managers and an administration team. It is closely aligned with Warwick Clinical Trials Unit.

The culmination of the ACF programme will be the preparation of a successful doctoral grant proposal. The ACF will have regular supervision meetings with their clinical academic supervisor. These will follow the University of Warwick research supervision guidelines for PhD students.

Academic Clinical Fellows will spend approximately four months in full-time academic activity each year, to enable the Fellow to complete an intense period of research or educational activity to support their doctoral application, for example to complete a pilot study.




	

	Description of clinical training component of programme 

The ACF’s clinical training will follow the same course as the other Specialist Trainees on the Warwick Orthopaedic Specialist Training Programme. The Warwick Orthopaedic Specialist Training Programme is part of the West Midlands  T&O training programme and covers UHCW in Coventry, Heartlands Hospital in Birmingham, Warwick Hospital and Worcester & Alexandra Hospitals in Redditch. There are approximately 30 trainees on the programme and their training covers all sub-specialities required for CCT. Due to the small number of trainees on the programme, we pride ourselves on knowing our trainees well and offering them support and mentorship to achieve their surgical and academic goals and encourage active participation in the ARCP process where we focus on CV development beyond basic requirements for CCT. We have had a good FRCS (Tr&Orth) Part 2 first-time pass rate for our trainees over the last 13 years, and all of our trainees have secured a sub-speciality Fellowship to complete upon CCT. From there, all trainees have progressed to either a locum or substantive Consultant post in the UK or abroad.

This programme is based at the University Hospitals Coventry and Warwickshire.

During ST1 and ST2, the ACF will rotate through specialties – general surgery, intensive care as well as T&O - relevant to their training and successfully complete the MRCS examination. The ST3 year will consist of clinical attachments, including a full-time trauma attachment in the UHCW Major Trauma Centre.

On-the-job informal and semi-formal training will supplement the Wednesday afternoon protected Core Curriculum sessions which are attended by all Specialist Trainees. The ACF will be expected to complete the pre-reading material for each of these formal training sessions which will eventually prepare them for the FRCS (Tr&Orth) examination.




	

	Academic Lead (University) for the IAT Programme
Siobhan Quenby


	

	Academic Supervisor (University) details 
 Mr Matthew Seah; Prof Andy Metcalfe

	

	Educational Supervisor (Trust) details 
T&O: Mr Matthew Seah; Prof Andy Metcalfe
matthew.seah@warwick.ac.uk
A.Metcalfe@warwick.ac.uk  

	

	Clinical Supervisor(s) (Trust) details 
A clinical supervisor will be allocated at each of the Trusts that the trainee rotates through.

	

	Deanery Programme Training Director details
Mr Shyamalan Gunaratnam gunaratnam.shyamalan@nhs.net


	

	Confirmation that ACF posts attract an NTN (a)
Yes

	Links
1. NIHR ACF Academic Person Specification
1. NHS England West Midlands
1. National Institute for Health and Care Research | NIHR
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